
 
Pre conference tour Ireland 2009 

 

Day 1: Sunday 6th September  

Morning Program Ireland’s Capital City – Dublin 

 Welcome to Dublin.  

Afternoon Program At Leisure 

The afternoon is free to shop along Grafton Street, explore some of the haunts of 
Ireland‟s great writers, Joyce, Yeats, and Shaw, or lift a pint of Guinness at an 
Irish Pub – there are over 800 in the city! 

Evening Program Dinner at your hotel. 

Overnight Dublin – Burlington Hotel or 
similar.  

  

Day 2: Monday 7th September Dublin’s Botanic Gardens & 
Tully Nurseries 

Morning Program  Phoenix Park, the largest enclosed urban park in Europe, lies 
just a short distance from the centre of Dublin. Standing amidst its 1760 acres are 

several historic buildings, including the residences of the President of Ireland and 

of the US Ambassador to Ireland. The Dublin Zoo, one of the loveliest in Europe, is 
also situated in the Park. The tour continues to the National Botanic Gardens, 
founded in 1795, and containing 50 acres devoted to flowering shrubs, tropical 
plants, and the propagation of roses. The magnificent greenhouses were designed 
by Turner, who also designed the green houses in Kew Gardens, London. 

 Lunch included 

Afternoon Program Tully Nurseries, Dublin, Ireland 

Established in 1972, Tully Nurseries has become one of Ireland‟s leading wholesale 
nurseries. The plant range is extensive and includes: Shrubs, Herbaceous plants, 
Alpines, Conifers, Grasses, Climbers, Trees, Specimens plants, Topiary, and 
sundries. Tully Nurseries has over 10 years experience supplying garden centres 
in Ireland and the UK. See the many new and exclusive plant lines such as Hebe 
„Red Rum‟ and Hebe „Black Beauty‟. Tully Nurseries winning brand, „Winning 
Plants‟ has distinctive and attractive point of sale material.  

Evening Program Dinner and Entertainment at 

Johnnie Fox’s Pub or Abbey 
Tavern, Howth. 

  

Overnight Dublin – Burlington Hotel or 
similar.  

  

Day 3: Tuesday 8th September
 To the West
Morning Program 

Kildare Nursery Stock Producers, CoilÓg Nurseries Ltd 

Leave Dublin and journey across the rolling pastures of Ireland‟s heartland to 
Kildare where we will visit the CoilÓg Nurseries Ltd, a family run business situated 
on 11 hectares in the village of Kilmeague, Naas, Co. Kildare and is managed by 
Gwen Byrne. The nursery produces Ornamental Trees for the Irish and European 
Market using a traditional grafting technique assisted by Hot Pipe Callusing, which 
is internationally recognised as being the superior technique for producing high 

quality, visually attractive grafts. Combined with a controlled environment, 

production, and particular attention to pruning, these techniques give you the best 
quality trees. The range of trees at CoilÓg is second to none. We continuously 
introduce new varieties to our availability list and produce them in Kildare to 
harden and customise them to the Irish Climate. CoilÓg is pioneering the 
production of trees in containers. Traditionally, trees have been produced in the 
open ground but now, with the assistance of containerised production, CoilÓg 
Nurseries Ltd can offer trees all year round.  

 

Later we visit Flannery’s Nurseries at Donadea, Naas Flannery‟s Nurseries 
were established in 1978. Starting with a 1.5 acre container nursery at 
Staplestown, predominately to produce trees and shrubs for the landscape 
market. The nursery has grown in size progressively since then, and continues to 

do so to this date. The latest expansion being the acquisition of a 15 acre green 
field site which is adjoining to the original site at Staplestown. The company now 



has a total of around 63 acres with a further 11 acres on lease, on ostensibly 2 
sites on either side of the village.  

While most nurseries have tended to expand production in containerised stock 
Flannery‟s have bucked the trend with strong expansion on field grown trees. The 

Beechwood site was purchased in 1990 is dedicated to bare-root tree production. 
The nursery is currently producing around 35 to 40000 trees per annum mostly 
from 8/10 through to 20/25 grade. A bank of heavier stock is gradually being built 

up.  

Afternoon Program Rentes Plants Ltd & Flip 
Schram 

 Growers of a wide range of 
perennials.  

 The tour will continue to Galway 
(City of the Tribes) 

Evening Program Dinner and Overnight in your 
hotel 

Overnight Galway – The Grand Meyrick Hotel 
(or similar) 

  

Day 4: Wednesday 9th September  

Morning Program Tour of Connemara 

A relaxing day begins with a leisurely tour of magnificent Connemara. This 
sparsely populated region of bog lands and mountains that provide wide sweeping 

views all around is renowned for its magical changing colours. One of the great 
highlights is to view our native flora at Connemara National Park and the Victorian 
garden in Kylemore Abbey before driving to Clifden, a delightful town on the 
western seaboard. Continue through the villages of Maam Cross en route to 
Spiddal, where Irish is spoken.  

 Lunch included. 

Afternoon Program Return to Galway City for some 
shopping. 

Evening Program Dinner and Entertainment on 

the Corrib Princess 

Informal meeting for board members will be scheduled on this day.  

Overnight Galway – The Grand Meyrick Hotel 
(or similar) 

  

Day 5: Thursday 10th September  

Morning Program Tour of the Burren and Cliffs of 
Moher 

Drive around Galway Bay and through the glaciated uplands of the Burren, an 
area of silvery-grey limestone that has weathered into curious pavements and 
elsewhere into mountains and cliffs. Despite its windswept appearance, it is home 
to a number of rare Irish wild flowers, which thrive in the sheltered crevices. You 
will drive through Ballyvaughan and Lisdoonvarna, before you stop at the Cliffs of 
Moher, a wall of rock that plunges 700 feet to the churning Atlantic Ocean below.  

 Lunch Included 

Afternoon Program After lunch in Ennis continue to 
Tuamgraney in east Clare to visit 

Glenbrook Nurseries Ltd 

Evening Program Medieval Banquet at Bunratty 
Castle 

Tonight you can look forward to some royal treatment as guest at a gala medieval 

banquet at Bunratty Castle. They say the „food is from the rich earth and the 
music made in heaven‟ and tonight you will see why with an unforgettable 
evening.  

Overnight Bunratty – Bunratty Castle Hotel 
(or similar) 

  

Day 6: Friday 11th September  

Morning Program Killarney Lakes and Fells 

This morning we travel via the beautiful village of Adare – renowned as one of the 
most picturesque villages in Ireland with its thatched cottages and ornate 



gardens. Continue into the mountainous country of Kerry and into Killarney, 
settled beside three lakes in the shadow of Ireland‟s highest mountains.  

 Lunch at Dunloe Castle 

Afternoon Program Muckross House & Gardens 

This afternoon we take a jaunting car trip to Muckross House and Gardens. This 
Victorian-Tudor Mansion was former home of the Herbert Family who invited 
Queen Victoria to stay with them. The gardens contain many wonderful specimens 
and species of trees and shrubs.  The basement contains rooms dedicated to 
different trades which the craft workers in the house carried out and are now 
occupied by modern craft workers who still earn a living out of their skills.  

Evening Program Continue to Kenmare for dinner 
and overnight.  

 Dinner at your hotel . 

Overnight Kenmare – Kenmare Bay Hotel (or 
similar) 

  

Day 7: Saturday 12th September Garnish Island – Blarney 

Morning Program Glengariff & Garnish Island 

Drive south from Kenmare across the Caha Mountains to Glengariff, where sub-

tropical vegetation thrives in indented bays warmed by the Gulf Stream. Take a 
short ride to Garnish Island where the delightful Italian Gardens have been 
planted with exotic species from all around the world.  
Located in the sheltered harbour of Glengariff in BAntry Bay, in Southwest Ireland, 

Ilnacullin is a small island of 15 hectares (37 acres) known to horticulturists and 
lovers of trees and shrubs all around the world as an island garden of rare beauty. 
The gardens of Ilnacullin owe their existence to the creative partnership, some 
seventy years ago, of Anna Bryce, then owner of the island and Harold Peto, 
architect and garden designer. The island was bequeathed to the Irish people in 
1953, and was subsequently entrusted to the care of the Commissioners of Public 
Works. 
Ilnacullin (Garnish Island) is renowned for its richness of plant form and colour, 
changing continuously with the seasons. The vivid colours of Rhododendrons and 

Azaleas reach their peak during May and June, whilst the hundreds of cultivars of 
climbing plants, herbaceous perennials, and choice shrubs dominate the 

midsummer period from June to August. Autumn colour, particularly on the 
magnificent heather bank, is rich during the usually mild early autumn months of 
September and October.  

 Lunch Included 

Afternoon Program Gougane  Barra Blarney 

This afternoon we leave the picturesque and cute village of Glengariff to Gougane 

Barra set in a spectacular mountain valley. Enjoy rolling hills dotted with sheep 
and cattle and the endless chorus of bird song. Just before the village of Kealkill 
and well worth exploring is the site of the historical Carriganass Castle which was 
build by the O‟Sullivan Beare Chieftain, Dermot O‟Sullivan in 1540.  

 Blarney Castle 

Climb the steps of the fabled Blarney Castle. This historic Castle is situated near 
Cork in the village of Blarney. While visiting Barney Castle you may want to kiss 
the Blarney Stone and get the gift of the gab or, as an 18th century French consul 
put it, “gain the privilege of telling lies for seven years.” Queen Elizabeth I coined 
the phrase due to her exasperation with Lord Blarney‟s ability to talk endlessly 

without ever actually agreeing to her demands. To kiss the Blarney Stone, you 
must bend over backward and lower yourself down about two feet at the top of 
the castle. The castle itself is a tower house and was built around 1446 on a solid 
limestone mound.  
Shop at the Blarney Woollen Mills for traditional Irish products.  

Evening Program Dinner at you hotel 

Overnight Clarion Hotel Cork – (or 
similar) 

  

Day 8: Sunday 13th September Waterford City – and Waterford 
Crystal
Morning Program: 

After breakfast bypass Cork city as you drive to the port town of Cobh. Visit the 
Cobh Heritage Centre, which traces the history of emigration from Ireland to the 



United States. Learn about travel conditions for many Irish emigrants on the early 
sailing ships and steam vessels. Follow the coastal route and stop near Youghal for 

lunch before driving to Waterford for dinner and overnight stay. 

 Lunch Included 

Afternoon Program Mount Congreve Gardens 

The gardens of Mount Congreve have been the passion of two gentlemen, the 
owner, Ambrose Congreve and his head gardener for many years, Mr. Herman 
Dool. Situated at a sheltered bend along the river Suir near Waterford at the south 
eastern coast of Ireland, this magnificent estate covers over seven hundred acres, 
approximately 100 of which comprise the most fantastic gardens imaginable. 

Expertly designed and tended by these two gentlemen for over 60 years, this 
garden not only has a remarkable collection of rare and unusual plants and trees, 
but the landscape is one of the very few that has been designed for an estate of 
this scale. AS we walked some of the paths, Mr. Dool told me that he never put in 
less than 25 plants of a variety because the mass planting makes the proper 
statement when the garden matures. And so it has! 

Evening program Dinner at your hotel 

Overnight Tower Hotel, Waterford (or similar) 

  

Day 9: Monday 14th September The Marble City – Kilkenny 

Morning Program Waterford Crystal – Waterford 

Visit the Waterford Crystal Factory see how they work generations of design 
experience into pieces that are as individual as the people who make them. It‟s a 
real working environment but you can get very close up to the process and see 
almost through the eyes of the artisans and see the cutting and polishing of this 
fine product and also the excellent display of trophies and stemware in the 

showrooms. 

 Lunch Included 

 After lunch we travel direct to 

Kilkenny to check into your hotel. 

Afternoon Program Kilkenny Castle & Gardens 

This afternoon you will visit Kilkenny Castle superbly set above a crossing of the 

River Nore, this great Norman castle has undergone many altercations over the 
centuries. Strongbow built a castle here as early as 1172 but this structure was 

destroyed by Donald O‟ Brien, King of Thomond. It was rebuilt in stone between 
1204 and 1213 by Strongbow‟s son-in-law and successor, William Marshall, Earl of 
Pembroke. The shape of his superb „keep less‟ castle – built to trapezoidal plan 
with massive drum towers – has largely been preserved despite the many 
subsequent reconstructions. Excavations in 1991-92 revealed that the original 
foundations on the north-west and south-west sides truncated the bank enclosing 

the bailey of the pre-stone castle – indicating that Strongbow‟s fort determined 
the basic outline of Marshall‟s fortress. A great deal of new work has been under 
taken by the Duchas on the grounds.  

Overnight Kilkenny- Kilkenny Hibernian Hotel 
(or similar) 

  

 
 

Tuesday 15th September 2009  

 
International Board Meeting, Kilkenny 
 



 
IPPS REGION OF GB&I CONFERENCE 

 

Combining Nations, Inspiring Ideas. 
 
Conference Registration   Lyrath Estate , Kilkenny 
 
                Evening Dinner with guest speaker. 
 
 

Wednesday 16th September 
                Session 1 Innovation and Mechanisation  
      Session 2 Technical 
 
12.30  Depart for Fitzgerald Nurseries for lunch and Nursery tour  
14.45-15.00  Arrive Sunhill Nurseries 
16.30  Depart Sunhill Nurseries to return to the Hotel  
17.30  IPPS AGM 

18.30  Depart for Dinner in Kilkenny/Reception or Magners Bulmers Factory 

 
Thursday 17th September 
08.00  Depart for Advanced Irish Liners 
  Tand M Leahy 
  Sap Nurseries 
  Lunch TBC 
  

      Session 3 New Plants and Introduction 
       Session 4 Sales and Marketing 
 
Banquet Drinks at 7.00pm 
 
Friday 18th September 
 
08.50-09.00 How to cure a hangover!! – Hangover Doctor 

 

      Session 5 Propagation Techniques 
                  Nuggets of Knowledge 5 minute slots 
                  Olympics 2012 Sourcing an individual involved with 2012 Olympic Design 

Motivational Speaker 
 
13.15pm Conference Closing and Thanks 

 

 
 

Post Conference Tour  
 Friday 18th September 

 13.30 depart Kilkenny 
Visit Malahide Garden Centre, North of Dublin 
 
Cross the border into Northern Ireland and travel around the Soth Down coast by the Mourne Mountains to 

Newcastle. Newcastle is a small traditional seaside town nestled at the foot of the Mourne Mountains. 

Dinner at the Slieve Donard Hotel. 
 
Stay Overnight Slieve Donard Hotel. 

 
Saturday  19th September  

Visit Doug Thomson, Irish Garden Plants, Seaforde, County Down. An innovative grower of shrubs and 
perennials. 

 
Visit Paddy and Rita Smyth, Smyths Nurseries, Lurgan, County Armagh, who grow an interesting range of 
shrubs and perennials for the garden centre and landscape markets in their family business. 
Lunch locally then check in to Europa Hotel in Belfast centre. 
Afternoon Belfast sight seeing tour. 
 
Evening meal in Europa Hotel. 



 
Sunday 20th September 

Travel to Carrickfergus famous for its castle. Short stop at farmhouse of Andrew Jackson,7th President of 
U.S.A.. 

Visit Larne Lough nurseries, Magheramorne, where John and Margaret Hanvey grow a range of plants for the 

landscape market on the edge of Belfast Lough. 
Visit the Landscape Centre, award winning garden centre and have lunch. 
 
Visit Greenmount Campus, part of the College of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Enterprise, Antrim to see 
attractive grounds including walled garden and innovative Horticultural Technology Centre projects such as air 
root pruning, precision watering, and renewable energy. 
16.30 Finish post conference tour. 
 

Delegates wishing to depart from Belfast airports or Dublin airports will be transported by 
coach at no extra cost. Ferry crossings to England or Scotland are also possibilities for visitors wishing to 
extend their tours. 


